K perplexity

Belle Chemical new owners not long ago, some
safety violations and an explosion at the factory, a
mislabeling lawsuit.

Belle Chemical Company in Belle, West Virginia was acquired by Arclin, and the site has been
associated with a fatal 2020 explosion and later civil litigation, but the explosion itself involved
Optima Belle (a different company operating on the same overall chemical complex), not Belle
Chemical under Arclin's ownership. There are also OSHA and Chemical Safety Board findings
describing serious safety issues at the Optima Belle facility, and a jury awarded damages in a
wrongful death case related to that incident. M2 sl [al[s1[6] (7]

New owners

e |In September 2023, Atlanta-based Arclin, a polymer and resin manufacturer, completed the
purchase of Belle Chemical Company, which operates at the former DuPont/Chemours site in
Belle, Kanawha County. 131 161 [8] [9]

e The plant employs roughly 60 people and produces methylamines and related derivatives,

and Arclin has described the deal as part of its broader North American growth strategy. [l
[8][3]

Explosion and safety issues

e The widely reported deadly explosion on December 8, 2020 occurred at Optima Belle LLC,
a toll manufacturer on the Belle chemical complex, while processing a sanitizing compound
for Clearon Corporation. The U.S. Chemical Safety Board found that a runaway chemical
reaction in a dryer led to over-pressurization, an explosion, one death, injuries, property
damage of about $33 million, and a community shelter-in-place order, 1101 151 [1 [1]

e CSB and OSHA documents describe multiple contributing safety issues at Optima Belle,
including inadequate understanding of reactive hazards, poor process knowledge transfer
from Clearon, and weaknesses in process safety management, but these findings are
specific to Optima Belle rather than to Belle Chemical under Arclin.[2l [41 [5] [11] [1]

Lawsuit and verdict

e In May 2024, a Kanawha County civil jury awarded approximately $15 million to the widow
of a worker killed in the 2020 Belle-area plant explosion, finding the companies involved
liable for wrongful death and related damages. Public reporting frames this verdict around

the 2020 Optima Belle incident, not a later event under Arclin's ownership of Belle Chemical.
(2] [7]



e News and CSB materials emphasize the case as an example of liability and responsibility in
toll manufacturing arrangements, but they do not describe a separate “mislabeling”
consumer-product lawsuit against Belle Chemical or Arclin at this site; if there is a specific

mislabeling case you have in mind, more detail (product, year, court) would help narrow it
down. 4l 81171

If you share what you specifically want to know (e.g., “Is it safe to live nearby?” or "Is this
relevant to a lawsuit or investment?"), more targeted details can be added.

Details of the mislabeling lawsuit against Belle
Chemical

Belle Chemical (the Montana-based consumer chemical company, not the West Virginia plant)
was the subject of a federal recall for mislabeling a drain cleaner under the Federal Hazardous
Substances Act (FHSA), but public records show a regulatory recall and compliance action
rather than a traditional private civil “lawsuit” with a court judgment. The issue centered on

required poison and hazard wording missing from labels on a sodium hydroxide drain cleaner
product. (21l [22] [23]

What the mislabeling case involved

e The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) announced a recall in March 2020
for a Belle Chemical sodium hydroxide drain cleaner sold in 2-pound bottles. The product
label did not include the word “poison” and a required front-panel hazard statement, which
violated FHSA labeling rules for highly caustic substances. 22

e The recall notice instructed consumers to store the product safely away from children and
contact Belle Chemical for a replacement label, and it noted that no injuries had been
reported at the time. 22

How it appears in legal/regulatory records

e CPSC enforcement and letter-of-advice data list Belle Chemical Company (Billings, Montana)
in relation to FHSA labeling violations and a consumer-level recall for sodium hydroxide

products, which is an administrative/regulatory action rather than a court-filed tort case. 241
[23] [21]

¢ Available public sources do not show a separate, high-profile civil damages lawsuit (for
example, a class action for injury) stemming from this mislabeling beyond the CPSC recall
and compliance process; if you are interested in possible private suits, searching specific
federal or state court dockets by product name, date, and company address would be the
next step.



dietary supplements, any issues noted

Belle Chemical does sell dietary supplement ingredients (vitamins, amino acids, etc.), but public
records and recall databases do not show specific safety recalls, mislabeling actions, or
enforcement cases tied to its supplement line as of the latest available data. The only
documented regulatory issue located is the earlier label-violation recall for a sodium hydroxide

drain cleaner, which is a household chemical, not a dietary supplement.[371 [38] [39] [40] [41] [42]
[43] [44]

What Belle sells as supplements

¢ Belle Chemical (the Montana e-commerce company) markets bulk powders such as
curcumin, biotin (vitamin B7), vitamin B12, L-glutathione, L-carnosine, nattokinase, and
similar "pharmaceutical grade” or “food grade” ingredients, advertised for use in food,
dietary supplementation, or therapeutic applications. {451 [461 [47] [40] [41] [37]

e These products are sold through the company’s own website and through third-party

platforms like Walmart and regional e-commerce marketplaces as vitamins and dietary
supplements. 1411 [42] [48] [43]

Known regulatory or safety issues

e Searches of CPSC recall listings and other public recall aggregators show Belle Chemical
named in connection with FHSA labeling violations and recalls for sodium hydroxide and
similar caustic products, but not for any vitamin or supplement item. 1321 [441 [49]

e No FDA warning letters, supplement-specific recalls, or public enforcement actions directed
at Belle's dietary supplements were identified in general web and recall database queries;
absence of evidence in those sources does not guarantee there have been no minor
customer complaints or private disputes, but it does indicate no prominent, publicly
reported supplement safety case to date.[431[391[41]

If you are considering a specific Belle supplement (for example, nattokinase or glutathione),
sharing the exact product name and how you plan to use it would allow a more tailored safety
check (dose ranges, interactions, and better-studied brands).

what is the address and contact information for
the Montana based Belle Chemical

Belle Chemical LLC (the Montana-based company) lists a Billings, Montana mailing address and
provides both phone and email contact options. Public business and seller profiles also show a

physical street address in Billings used for shipments and regulatory documents. 561 [571 [58] [59]
60] [61] [62] [63]



Official mailing address and website

Mailing address: Belle Chemical LLC, PO Box 21874, Bilings, MT 59104, United States. 84
[57] [61] [561

Website: https://bellechemical.com, where “Contact Us"” and “Recall Information” pages
provide current contact details. 651 1561 [64]

Phone and email contacts

General inquiries: info@bellechemical.com, toll-free phone (877) 522-2233, typically listed
as available 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mountain Time, Monday through Friday. 61l [661 [56] [65]

The same toll-free number is used for recall questions, with some safety data sheets and

business directories also listing a direct Billings emergency or business line at (406)
672-5899 [67] [62] [63] [65]

Physical/operational location

10.
11.

12.

13.

Business and shipping records, seller profiles, and safety documentation commonly show a

street location of 501 N 22nd St, Billings, MT 59101, United States, for Belle Chemical LLC.
[59] [60] [62] [63]

Online directories describe Belle Chemical as a family-owned chemical distributor and

manufacturer based in Billings, Montana, serving both consumer and industrial customers.
[68] [59] [61]
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